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A painter in California was asked to contribute to a drive to being conducted by his 
church.  “I’m broke,” he explained, “but I’ll contribute a $500 picture.” 
When the drive was completed, the minister again contacted the painter explaining 
that the church was still $100 short of the goal.  “Okay,” said the artist. “I’ll increase 
the price of my picture to $600.” 
 
A minister habitually told his congregation to drop a note in the offering plate if they 
needed a pastoral visit.  One evening after services, he discovered a note that sadi, “I 
am one of your loneliest members and heaviest contributors.  May I have a visit 
tomorrow evening?” 
It was signed by is wife. 
 
God has given us two hands—one to receive with and 
the other to give with.  We are not cisterns made for 
hoarding; we are channels made for sharing. 
 -Billy Graham 
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